THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
to see whence their methods have been drawn, or to what school
of political philosophy they belong; we must simply ask whether
they are of service and succeed in overcoming the political diffi-
culties. We ought, after all, to be capable of ignoring ideological
origins and the systems of doctrine to which particular ideas
belong, and, instead, to be able to make use impartially of every-
thing that is of practical assistance. If we proceed along these
lines, we shall discover on closer inspection that various expedients
may be equally justly attributed to a Neo-Liberalism as a Neo-
Gorporativism or Neo-Socialism.
It became clear during the grave German crisis before the Nazi
upheaval that the various systems of economic and political
doctrine had become unserviceable, and that problems must be
considered with much less dogmatism and more sense of realities
than the older generation in office had shown. It seemed that the
time had come for throwing all these principles overboard as
unneeded ballast, and seeking a practical solution for each problem
on its own merits. It has to be admitted that this unorthodox
attitude towards all the phenomena of the crisis had its dangers.
Was there any compass left, or any means of making for port?
In any case, this absence of doctrine was the soil on which in
Germany, it must be admitted, the Nazi slogans of "resolute
action" struck root.
This attitude should, at all events, have advantages over per-
sistent adherence to old doctrines and systems, and the acceptance
only of that which was in harmony with them. Under this policy
there will never be a real admittance of revolutionary forces,
which must of necessity be a recasting of old systems of ideas and
a knitting of new bonds.
How much of these experiments in Portugal, Greece, Poland,
Austria, Turkey, can be adopted? What cannot be adopted is the
attempt, intelligible in weak States shaken by inner disturbances,
to promote a political regeneration with the aid of the army.
This idea was entertained in Poland, and in Germany until the
Nazis had edged the Reichswehr out of every seat of power. The
stern discipline, and the fact that in the army the State existed
in its last real embodiment, as a power, and as a solid body of